
MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2004

15 to Life
How I Painted My Way to Freedom

ANTHONY PAPA WITH
JENNIFER WYNN

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

Sentenced under the Rockefeller drug laws,
Papa discovers painting in prison. His art leads
to clemency and a life of advocacy.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2024

Baby Doll
JOHN "DIVINE G"
WHITFIELD

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

Divine G's story of a woman nicknamed Baby
Doll, navigating love, danger, and survival in a
world that underestimates her.



MPS BOOKSHELF

Past NYTS/MPS faculty — faculty-authored
SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF

Balancing
Justice with
Mercy
An Interfaith Guide to Creating Healing Communities

HAROLD DEAN TRULEAR
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Past NYTS/MPS faculty — faculty-authored
SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

An interfaith guide for congregations to become
healing communities, welcoming people
affected by incarceration with justice balanced
by mercy.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2000

Black Shadows and
Through the White
Looking Glass
Remembrance of Things Past and Present

WILLIAM E. WATERS

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

An epic poem in which Waters, writing from
inside, looks back through history and memory at
Black life in America, weighing the shadows of the
past against the distorted mirror of the present.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2017

Current MPS faculty/director — faculty
co-authored

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2017

Christian
Minister's
Manual
For the Pulpit and Public Square for All Denominations

MARTHA SIMMONS & WILLIE
DWAYNE FRANCOIS III

MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Current MPS faculty/director — faculty
co-authored

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

A practical manual for ministers of every
denomination, with services, prayers, and
guidance for leading both in the pulpit and in
public life.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  1996

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  1996

Christianity
on Trial
African-American Religious Thought Before and After
Black Power

MARK L. CHAPMAN
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Added at user request

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

Chapman traces African American religious
thought before and after Black Power, as Black
thinkers put Christianity itself on trial.



MPS BOOKSHELF

Conundrums
Stories of Law & Justice

EASY WATERS (WILLIAM
E. WATERS)

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

Short stories of law and justice, written as Easy
Waters: tales of crime, courtroom dilemmas,
and the moral knots that tie together the
accused, the accuser, and the system.



MPS BOOKSHELF

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF

Enigma of
Love
JOHN "DIVINE G"
WHITFIELD
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Sing Sing / RTA

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

A love story of romance tested by secrets,
desire, and the puzzle of the human heart.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2000

Faith
Works
JIM WALLIS

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

Wallis lays out a practical vision of faith in
action, showing how communities of faith can
overcome poverty and injustice, including his
work with the Sing Sing program.



MPS BOOKSHELF

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF

For Treason
of Innocence
A Treatise on the Liberation Theology of the Incarcerated,
Liberative Justice, and Carceral Abolition

PAUL VINCENT CORTEZ
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Alumni-authored (MPS)

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

A treatise on the liberation theology of the
incarcerated, arguing for liberative justice and
the abolition of the carceral system from a
theological perspective.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  1960

faculty-authored
SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  1960

God's Colony
in Man's
World
GEORGE W. WEBBER
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Founding MPS faculty/program founder —
faculty-authored

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

Webber's account of the East Harlem Protestant
Parish, a church living among the poor and
committed to the life of its neighborhood.



MPS BOOKSHELF

God's Hand
Reaches Down
Evangelism in the American Maximum Security Prison
System

PAUL VINCENT CORTEZ

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

A study of evangelism and faith inside
America’s maximum-security prisons.



IA
LIBRARIES

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  1990

SCAN TO SCAN TO

Led by the
Spirit
The Story of New York Theological Seminary

BUY THIS
BOOK

FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

GEORGE W. WEBBER

Webber tells the story of New York Theological
Seminary — from its start as a Bible college to
its turn to the city, and to Sing Sing, as a
classroom for ministry.



MPS BOOKSHELF

D.Min. at NYTS and now teaches as adjunct
faculty in the Sing Sing program

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF

How I Became
an Angry Black
Man
From Prison to the Pulpit

BISHOP DARREN A.
FERGUSON, D.MIN.
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Sing Sing — Ferguson earned his M.Div. and
D.Min. at NYTS and now teaches as adjunct
faculty in the Sing Sing program

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

A journey from prison to the pulpit,
transforming anger at injustice into a life of
ministry and preaching.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2013

Past NYTS/MPS faculty — faculty co-editedSCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2013

Ministry with
Prisoners &
Families
The Way Forward

W. WILSON GOODE SR., CHARLES E. LEWIS
JR. & HAROLD DEAN TRULEAR, EDS.

MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Past NYTS/MPS faculty — faculty co-editedSCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

Practitioners and scholars map a way forward for
ministries serving prisoners, returning citizens,
and the families and children left behind.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2024

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2024

Money Grip
2
JOHN "DIVINE G"
WHITFIELD
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Sing Sing / RTA

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

The sequel to Money-Grip: the stakes rise as
the fight for power and money pulls every
player deeper into danger.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2013

Money-Grip
JOHN "DIVINE G"
WHITFIELD

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

An urban crime novel about the hustle and the
grip of money, where ambition and loyalty
collide on the streets of New York.



MPS CHAPTER CONTRIBUTORS  ·  2001

New York Glory
Book author/editor: Tony Carnes & Anna Karpathakis, eds.

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

MPS CHAPTER CONTRIBUTORS  ·  2001

New York Glory
Book author/editor: Tony Carnes & Anna Karpathakis, eds.

VICTORIA LEE
ERICKSON & H. DEAN
TRULEAR
CHAPTER

Religion Class at Sing Sing
Prison

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

A portrait of New York City’s religious life, from
storefront churches to temples and prison
classrooms.



MPS BOOKSHELF

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF

No Other
Love
JOHN "DIVINE G"
WHITFIELD
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Sing Sing / RTA

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

A romance of devotion and second chances, as
two people discover that no other love can take
the place of the one they share.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2017

and a TEDxSingSing speakerSCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2017

Out of the
Wilderness
A New Approach to Personal Development and
Rehabilitation

JAVIER MIRANDA
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Sing Sing — Miranda is a coordinator of the
NYTS Master's Degree Program at Sing Sing
and a TEDxSingSing speakerSCAN TO

BUY THIS
BOOK

A new approach to personal growth and
rehabilitation, drawn from Miranda’s own
journey.



MPS CHAPTER CONTRIBUTORS  ·  2007

Racializing Justice, Disenfranchising Lives
Book author/editor: Manning Marable, Ian Steinberg & Keesha Middlemass,
eds.

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

MPS CHAPTER CONTRIBUTORS  ·  2007

Racializing Justice, Disenfranchising Lives
Book author/editor: Manning Marable, Ian Steinberg & Keesha Middlemass,
eds.

17 MPS STUDENTS
CHAPTER

New York Theological Seminary
Prison Program: Sing-Sing
Correctional Facility—Our
Context

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

A reader examining racism, criminal justice,
law, and the disenfranchisement of Black
communities.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2018

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2018

Refuge in
Hell
Finding God in Sing Sing

RONALD D. LEMMERT
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Sing Sing — author's memoir of serving as
Catholic chaplain at Sing Sing

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

A longtime Catholic chaplain at Sing Sing
recounts decades of ministry, finding God,
grace, and friendship among the men inside one
of America's most notorious prisons.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2022

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2022

Silencing
White Noise
Six Practices to Overcome Our Inaction on Race

WILLIE DWAYNE
FRANCOIS III
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Current MPS faculty/director —
faculty-authored

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

Francois offers six spiritual practices to move
Christians beyond silence and inaction on
racism, toward courageous speech and lasting
work for racial justice.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2013

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2013

Sometimes Blue
Knights Wear
Black Hats
WILLIAM E. WATERS
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Alumni-authored

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

Poems that question who wears the hat of hero
or villain, turning a sharp, searching eye on
policing, justice, and the moral ambiguity of
power on both sides of the bars.



MPS BOOKSHELF

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF

Streets of
Rage
EASY WATERS (WILLIAM
E. WATERS)
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Alumni-authored

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

A gritty urban novel, written as Easy Waters,
following young men caught between loyalty
and survival on streets where anger and violence
can decide a life in seconds.



MPS BOOKSHELF

TGONG
JOHN "DIVINE G"
WHITFIELD

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

An action-packed street tale by John “Divine
G” Whitfield.



MPS BOOKSHELF

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF

The Black
Blood of
Poetry
WILLIAM E. WATERS
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Alumni-authored

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

Poems written in what Waters calls the black
blood of poetry: verse rooted in African
American struggle, faith, and survival, carrying
the rhythms of the street and the pulpit.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2014

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2014

The Black
Feminine
Mystique
WILLIAM E. WATERS
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Alumni-authored

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

A poetry collection celebrating Black women:
their strength, beauty, grief, and resilience,
written as tribute and as reckoning with how the
world has seen them.



MPS BOOKSHELF

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF

The Canarsie
Connection
JOHN "DIVINE G"
WHITFIELD
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Sing Sing / RTA

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

A crime novel set in Brooklyn's Canarsie, where
a criminal network and the people caught
inside it come to a reckoning.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  1964

Founding MPS faculty/program founder —
faculty-authored

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  1964

The
Congregation
in Mission
Emerging Structures for the Church in an Urban Society

GEORGE W. WEBBER
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Founding MPS faculty/program founder —
faculty-authored

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

Webber argues that the urban church must
reorganize itself around mission, building new
structures to serve the people and struggles of
the city.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2000

The Protestant
Ethic and the Spirit
of Punishment
T. RICHARD SNYDER

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

Snyder traces how the Protestant work ethic
shaped America's punitive impulse, and calls
the church toward a theology of grace rather
than retribution.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2024

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2024

The Sing
Sing Files
One Journalist, Six Innocent Men, and a Twenty-Year Fight
for Justice

DAN SLEPIAN
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Sing Sing — companion book to The Sing Sing
Chronicles documentary

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

Journalist Dan Slepian's twenty-year fight to
free six innocent men from New York prisons, a
story also told in The Sing Sing Chronicles.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2023

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2023

The Tragedy
of True Crime
Four Guilty Men and the Stories That Define Us

JOHN J. LENNON
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Book featuring MPS alumni/program

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

Lennon, a journalist serving time, examines four
guilty men, himself included, to question how
true crime tells stories of violence, punishment,
and redemption.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2016

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2016

This Side of
Freedom
Life After Clemency

ANTHONY PAPA
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Sing Sing — sequel memoir by NYTS master's
graduate Anthony Papa, placed in all 54 NYS
prison libraries

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

The sequel to 15 to Life: Papa's life after
clemency, rebuilding as an artist and leading the
fight against the drug war and the laws that took
twelve years from him.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2017

Time Jack
JOHN "DIVINE G"
WHITFIELD

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

A fast-paced thriller with a twist of time.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  1979

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  1979

Today's
Church
A Community of Exiles and Pilgrims

GEORGE W. WEBBER
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Founding MPS faculty/program founder —
faculty-authored

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

Webber pictures the church as a community of
exiles and pilgrims, called to faithful witness
while living in tension with the surrounding
culture.



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2014

Book substantially about MPS
alumni/program

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2014

Voices from
American
Prisons
Faith, Education and Healing

KAIA STERN
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Book substantially about MPS
alumni/program

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

Essays on how faith, education, and healing
transform lives in American prisons, including a
chapter on the master's program at Sing Sing as
a path to shalom.



MPS BOOKSHELF

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF

Wealth from
the Inside
A Guide to Building Wealth While Incarcerated

ROB SMITH
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

MPS-connected title — connection per
bookshelf organizers

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

A practical guide to financial literacy for people
who are incarcerated: budgeting, credit, saving,
and investing to build wealth before and after
release.



MPS BOOKSHELF

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF

Welcome
Home
Reflective Essays for Returning Citizens

HAROLD DEAN TRULEAR
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Past NYTS/MPS faculty — faculty-authored

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

Reflective essays for returning citizens, offering
encouragement, faith, and practical wisdom for
the journey home after incarceration.



MPS CHAPTER CONTRIBUTORS  ·  2026

The Real Pain of Punishment
Book author/editor: Federica Coppola

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

MPS CHAPTER CONTRIBUTORS  ·  2026

The Real Pain of Punishment
Book author/editor: Federica Coppola

MUJAHIDEEN MUHAMMAD &
PAUL CORTEZ, MICHAEL
SHANE HALE, SALAHUDDIN
TAYDEN TOWNSLEY &
RAYMOND A. WALLACE, JR.

CHAPTER

(E)Limi(na)ting Pain, Embracing Belonging –
What Would Justice Look Like?

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

SCAN TO
FIND AT
COLUMBIA
LIBRARIES

Science and lived prison experience illuminate
belonging and a path toward humanized
justice.



MPS CHAPTER CONTRIBUTORS  ·  2024

The Bloomsbury Handbook of Prison
Education
Book author/editor: Edited by Erin S. Corbett

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS CHAPTER CONTRIBUTORS  ·  2024

The Bloomsbury Handbook of Prison
Education
Book author/editor: Edited by Erin S. Corbett

CHAPTER

Preparing the World to Receive Them: Successful Hiring and Retention of
Legal System-Impacted People in the Field of Higher Education in Prison
Preparing the World to Receive Them: Successful Hiring and Retention of
Legal System-Impacted People in the Field of Higher Education in Prison

A global overview of prison education: history,
leadership, creativity, faith, and learning after
release.

SEAN PICA & LILA MCDOWELL



MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2026

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

MPS BOOKSHELF  ·  2026

Outing Blue
Privilege
WILLIE DWAYNE
FRANCOIS III
MPS PROGRAM CONNECTION

Union Theological Seminary — Francois is
Associate Professor of Theology at Union and
directs the Master of Professional Studies…

SCAN TO
BUY THIS
BOOK

Francois reads policing and prison through the
eyes of a criminalized Galilean and the voices of
the incarcerated, calling readers to an activism
of public love.


